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Illegal Vapes 
 

A record 116,000 illegal vapes and tobacco products, valued at £138,000, were seized 
by Hampshire County Council’s Trading Standards team last year – part of ongoing 
efforts to protect communities from unsafe and unlawful products.  Trading Standards 
officers conduct regular inspections, often alongside Hampshire Police, and undertake test purchasing with 
young volunteers, to detect unlawful sales and protect responsible businesses.  
 
If you suspect the sale of counterfeit vapes or tobacco – or any sales to underage people – please report it here: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/business/tradingstandards/contact-us.  
 
Traders found selling to underage customers or stocking illegal products can face investigation and potential 
criminal prosecution. Adults who buy these products on behalf of someone underage, also risk a fine.  More 
information about Hampshire County Council Trading Standards can be found at:  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/business/tradingstandards. 
 
157 SEND Places 
 
Hampshire County Council has agreed a wide-ranging package of measures to significantly expand specialist 
support for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) across the 
county.  The move comes as Hampshire continues to experience sharp growth in the number of pupils 
requiring support through an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). As of December 2025, 20,555 children 
and young people in the county have an EHCP – up from 17,234 in September 2024. Around 40 per cent of 
these pupils require specialist provision, either in a special school or a resourced provision within a mainstream 
school. 
 
Holiday Activities and Food [HAF] Programme  
 
Hampshire County Council has welcomed the Department for Education’s recent announcement confirming 
three years of continued national funding for the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme.  This 
certainty secures the long term future of HAF across the county and ensures that thousands of children will 
continue to benefit from healthy meals, enriching activities, and vital support during school holidays. 

As part of this renewed investment, the Council is pleased to have received £3.6 million for Hampshire. 

For the first time, HAF schemes will also run during February half term, expanding the reach of the 
programme and offering additional support to families at a typically expensive time of year. 

Families can find more information about the HAF programme and participating providers at 
the connect4communities website: -
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities. T
o book a place for February half term, visit the HAF registration page: - 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/re
gister 
 
Highways ‘Lane rental’ Proposal 
 
Proposals that could lead to the introduction of a new lane rental scheme aimed at reducing delays on 500 of 
Hampshire’s busiest main roads during peak times, are being submitted to Government. 
 
The introduction of a lane rental scheme would enable the County Council to charge a daily fee of up to £2,500 
for the duration of roadworks, including any delays, on more than 750km (nearly 500 miles) of Hampshire’s 
roads. If approved by the Department for Transport, the scheme could be introduced later this year. The goal is 
to reduce traffic disruption on Hampshire’s busy road network, by providing financial incentives for 
organisations to plan carefully and execute their works so that they cause minimum disruption. It will also 
generate additional funding that can be reinvested into delivering further road improvements across 
Hampshire. The proposal must now be agreed by the Department for Transport, and we hope to secure consent 
to introduce the scheme later this year. 



   
Lane rental schemes are already in place in several parts of the UK, and they must comply with national 
legislation. Charges can only be applied to the most highly trafficked roads managed by the highway authority 
and under current legislation, the County Council would be permitted to charge up to £2,500 per day - the 
maximum allowed.   
 
Becoming a School Governor 
 
Have you ever thought about becoming a School Governor?   

Reasons to volunteer 

 Help children fulfil their aspirations 
 Model the values of your community and make a difference to the lives of young people 
 Meet great new people and bring a fresh perspective to the work of the board 
 Develop new skills and knowledge with governor training 

You do not have to be a parent or an education professional to be a school governor – schools value a diverse 
range of skills and perspectives. 

What governors do 

A school’s governing body has three main functions. 
 To ensure that the school has a clear vision and direction 
 To hold the headteacher to account for the school’s performance 
 To make sure that the school’s money is well spent 

 
Being a school governor means being interested in getting the best education for the pupils at the school. 
Governors can become involved in a range of school matters, which can include recruitment, finance and 
curriculum.  They also provide a strong link between the school and the local community, and an independent 
view to support the school on long term development and improvement. 
 
Governance boards meet at least once per term, and governors are also expected to get to know their schools 
through visits. There are a range of training opportunities available to help governors undertake their duties 
and develop their understanding of the key areas of school management. 

To learn more about the Governors role see - 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/governors/volunteer/whatgovernorsdo  

If you would like to apply to become a governor in Hampshire please complete a governor application form - 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm6Nmt673BddIrwFD2fXM
4kJURUVYVkxQM0xUQVBOQ0dRTUxLV1pBU1lGTSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl Once you have 
submitted your form Governor Services will forward it on to the appropriate schools or academies that 
currently have governor vacancies. If you are applying in response to a request from your child’s school to 
become a parent governor, please contact the school directly to get a copy of their application form. 
 
If you know the school or academy to which you wish to apply, please contact them directly to check if they 
have a vacancy or a post about to become vacant and to request a copy of their application form. 
To fill a parent vacancy you will need to have a pupil at the school. 
Staff posts are only available to those who work at the school. 
 
Did you know that …. 
 
 About 75% of Hampshire is classified as rural. These areas are home to 300,000 people, 21.8% of the 

county's total population. 
 Tools, ATV/Quad bikes, oil/diesel and machinery are the top four items most likely to be taken in rural 

areas.  
 Only 1% of people in urban areas do not have a GP surgery within two kilometres that, figure rises to 

37% for rural areas [https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stocktake-of-access-to-
general-practice-in-England-Summary.pdf] 
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